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Dr. T. V. Narayana

President Speak...

The Pharmacy Council of 

India has  issued a circular 

stating that the candidates 

getting the Doctor of Pharmacy 

degree (Pharm D) from 

recognized universities will be 

authorized to use the ‘Dr’ prefix. 

Dear Members,
Molecules become medicines when  

pharmaceutical expertise is added. In 
turn, pharmacists — through ensuring 
responsible use — optimize the effects 
of these medicines. 

Good news to Pharm D graduates. 
The Pharmacy Council of India has  
issued a circular stating that the 
candidates getting the Doctor 
of Pharmacy degree (Pharm 
D) from recognized universities will be 
authorized to use the ‘Dr’ prefix. PCI 
office has informed that the university 
should use ‘Dr’ prefix before the names 
of the candidates while awarding 
the degree certificates to those who 
completed Pharm D course. I, on 
behalf of IPA and all the Pharmacy 
Professionals congratulate PCI 
President Dr. B. Suresh and his team for 
the initiation taken and their continuous 
efforts to uplift the profession of 
pharmacy. 

IPA feels proud to recognize the 
contribution of Indian Pharma & 
Biotech Industry to the National and 
Global Market and supplying some of 
the lifesaving drugs at one third price 
and making the drugs available at 
affordable cost. Indian pharmaceutical 
industry supplies over 50 % of global 
demand for various vaccines, 40 % of 
generic demand in the US and 25 % 
of all medicine in UK. Presently over 
80 % of the antiretroviral drugs used 
globally to combat AIDS are supplied 
by Indian pharmaceutical firms. The 
cost of HIV/AIDS treatment has gone 
down to $400 per year from $12,000 
is a commendable contribution of 
Indian Pharmaceutical Industry to 
global health care. The pharmaceutical 
sector was valued at US$ 33 billion 
in 2017 and expected to reach US$ 
55 billion with CAGR of 22.4%. India’s 
pharmaceutical exports stood at US$ 
17.27 billion in 2017-18 and expected 
to cross US$ 19 billion by 2020. India’s 
biotechnology industry comprising 
bio-pharmaceuticals, bio-services, 
bio-agriculture, bio-industry and 
bioinformatics is expected grow at an 
average growth rate of around 30 % 
a year and reach US$ 100 billion by 
2025. 

IPA strongly believes that consumer 
education will go a long way in 
improving correct use of medicines 
in our country.  IPA-CPD started 
the Campaign for Awareness on 
Responsible Use of Medicines (CARUM) 
and has developed consumer education 
posters in various languages. The IPA-
CPD’s Handbook entitled “Responsible 
Use of Medicines” - A Layman’s 
Hand book to educate consumers 
on basic aspects of medicines has 
been placed in WHO website. The 
IPA- CPD Case Study Competition of 
Pharmacists conducted every year 
has been changed to GPP Pharmacist 
competition with an objective of 
creating awareness about Good 
Pharmacy Practices (GPP) amongst the 
pharmacists throughout the country 
and to identify the pharmacists working 
with professionalism and trying to 
implement GPP within their limitations. 

The aim of this competition is to give 
the opportunity to pharmacists to be 
an agent of change on local community 
through education and encouraging 
them with appreciation certificate and 
prize money. I request all the state and 
local branches to give wide publicity to 
this competition and make IPA more 
vibrant amongst community pharmacy 
section.

IPA being a member organization 
of FIP, is planning to participate in a 
big way to the 79th FIP world congress 
to be held in Abu Dhabi, during 22-
26, September 2019. The FIP World 
Congress will offer a collaboration 
platform for scientists, researchers, 
practitioners, educators and students of 
pharmacy to be inspired and prepared 
for new achievements in a world 
of change. Plenary sessions, panel 
discussions, interactive workshops and 
networking will provide an up-to-date 
overview of new concepts and tools 
to advance the field of pharmacy. Be 
a part of this festival of discovery and 
inspiration.

I congratulate Dr. Umesh Gupta 
from Department of Pharmacy, Central 
University of Rajasthan for getting 
AAiPS award for the year 2019. 
The award grants an opportunity to 
participate in the Annual Meeting of 
American Association of Pharmaceutical 
Scientists on November 3-6, 2019 at 
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center, 
San Antonio, Texas, USA with travel 
assistance from AAiPS approximately of 
US $ 2000.

The construction of IPA building 
is going with great momentum 
and I extend my deep sense of 
gratitude to Pharma institutions, 
Pharma industries for their voluntary 
contribution and sponsorship. 
My earnestly appeal to all the IPA 
members, state and local branches, 
donors to come forward and contribute 
towards the noble cause.


