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Editorial
It is my proud privilege to write the editorial of the first issue of the 14th year of the Drug Information Bulletin (DIB). This bulletin
started its journey twelve years back on April 2007 under the Drug Information Centre (DIC), IPA Bengal Branch. Initially it started
as a weekly bulletin and continued for eight years; thereafter this bulletin is being published on a weekly basis. Initially it was sent
to the members of IPA Bengal Branch, but on request it expanded its horizon including IPA members of the entire country and
now is available globally to anyone interested to receiving it. During the last five years it has been a joint publication of Drug
Information Centre (DIC), IPA Bengal & Regulatory Affairs Division of IPA. It has earned several accolades to its credit from some
international agencies like ‐Health Information for All, UK and Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Association (CPA). On completion
of each year we conduct a survey among the readers through a structured questionnaire regarding their opinion on its content
regularity, its quality. We are happy we have always received encouraging results and inputs. The inputs we received have been
implemented as far as possible. The most satisfying fact is that a good number of electronic bulletins have been published during
last couple of years by the individuals who were the readers of this bulletin. It has also been reported that a number of Group of
Hospitals both in India and abroad are forwarding this bulletin amongst their doctors, pharmacists and nurses. Some of the
pharmacy & medical colleges are keeping the printed copy of this bulletin in their library for archiving. Our reader base is growing
day by day on request from health personnel and even lay persons from India and abroad. We expect your inputs to serve you
better.
Presently the whole world is fighting against COVID‐19 pandemic. Let us work hard in this situation to fight against COVID‐19.
That will be best celebration of “World Health Day‐2020”.
Happy World Health Day‐2020!



Dr. Subhash C. Mandal
Editor
E mail: subhash.mandaldr@gmail.com
Mob. 9830136291

FIP Guidance on COVID‐19
FIP have divided the guidance into four sections, which assist the workforce as a whole. Guidance
specifically for community, hospital and clinical biology sectors can be found in Section 2
“Guidelines for pharmacists and the pharmacy workforce”. The FIP guidance is based on the
available evidence and the recommendations of reputable organisations such as the World Health
Organization, the United States and the European Centres for Disease Control and Prevention,
and others, as cited at the time of publishing. The available knowledge about COVID-19 is rapidly
changing and such recommendations may change accordingly. Although FIP will strive to keep
these guidelines up to date, we recommend consulting the websites of these organisations and
any newly available evidence for the most recent updates. Document is available at www.fip.org
Two important documents from WHO on how to cope with stress:
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DISCLAIMER:
The Newsletter intends to provide updated and reliable information on medicines and other related issues in an attempt
to equip healthcare professionals to take informed decision in recommending medicines to the patients. However, they
are encouraged to validate the contents. None of the people associated with the publication of the Newsletter nor the
organization shall be responsible for any liability for any damage incurred as a result of use of contents of this publication.
The brand names of medicines, if mentioned, are for illustration only and the Newsletter does not endorse them.

