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Editorial 
It is very painful to write this editorial providing the data of COVID cases and number of deaths round the world. As per 
WHO data as on 17.04.2020 globally 2074529 persons are Corona confirmed and 139378 persons are dead. In India 
13387 corona confirmed cases and we lost 437 of our citizen. Global agencies like who have taken some strategy to 
fight against this new enemy-COVID virus. Different countries are adopting strategies to fight against this disease. 
According to WHO no more countries affected by this infection after 17.04.2020. Few days back Italy was worsted 
affected, but today USA is on the top. Healthcare workers including Pharmacists are working hard to defeat COVID. 
Regulatory Pharmacists are also working hard to reach medicines to the consumers/Patients inspite of several odds. 

Though there are controversies about the effectiveness of against COVID-19, still some countries using them. In India 
ICMR has recommended for use of Hydroxy Chloroquine in some specific cases resulting high demand of the same has 
increased. On the other hand India already exported the same to several countries including USA and will export to 
some other countries. 

Let us work together to fight against this virus. I strongly believe we will win the battle. 

 
 
 
Dr. Subhash C. Mandal 
Editor 
E mail: subhash.mandaldr@gmail.com 
Mob. 9830136291 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Message from the FIP 
president on COVID-19 
 To my colleagues around the world, 
At this time of great uncertainty and challenges 
for us all, I would like to thank those who are 
working in the heart of the communities to make 
sure that patients get their treatments. The role 
of pharmacists is crucial: They are important 
actors in the health chain. Through taking care of 
patients with minor illnesses or chronic diseases, 
giving information, and performing triage, they 
are relieving the burden on doctors, nurses and 
hospital emergency departments. 
FIP is doing its best to support its member 
organisations and pharmacists during this difficult 
time with global guidelines in addition to the 
different guidelines of its members. Community 
pharmacists, in particular, should take 
appropriate measures to protect their teams as 
well as their patients and our recommendations 
can be found here. 
Virtual meetings and communications via email 
allow us to continue with our work. Information 
concerning future meetings and congresses will 
happen stepwise and according to the 
recommendations of different countries and the 
evolution of the coronavirus/COVID-19 situation. 
In addition to working as fast as we can to 
translate our latest coronavirus/COVID-19 
guidelines into different languages, FIP is 
developing a plan to provide webinars and to 
open new lines of communication related to 
coronavirus/COVID-19. We recognise the 
importance, more than ever, of sharing 
experiences and knowledge. We are also collating 
the initiatives and activities of our member 
organisations on coronavirus/COVID-19 and 
making them freely available to all in an online 
repository. 
Once again, thank you to all practitioners, 
educators, pharmaceutical scientists and 
regulators who are working to serve people all 
over the world, assuring continuity of the 
treatment and giving the best of themselves to 
win the fight against this pandemic. 
I am proud to be your president. 

Dominique Jordan 
President 
International Pharmaceutical Federation 
 
Wishes of Pope Francis for Pharmacist 

On 16th April 2020 in a tweet pope said “Let 
us#Pray Together for Pharmacists. They are 
working hard, together with doctors and nurses, to 
help the sick get better”  

Top Drug Regulator to ensure no shortage of 
Essential, Critical Drugs amid COVID-19: Health 
Ministry  
Warning against stockpiling of medicines and 
creating supply chain shortages, the Union health 
ministry has directed the country's top drug 
regulator to ensure there is no shortage of 
essential and critical drugs pertaining to COVID-19 
disease and to ensure no black marketing, legal 
holdings and stockpiling of drugs. 
 
Further, the health ministry has asked the drug 
controller to conduct random market surveys and 
ensure availability of sufficient quantity of drugs 
in the domestic retail market besides ensuring 
that the products conform to all prescribed 
specifications. 
In a recent letter issued by the Ministry of Health 
and Family Welfare (MoHFW), the Drug 
Controller General of India (DCGI) has been asked 
to maintain checks on the availability of drugs for 
use in the treatment of COVID-19 disease, in 
consultation with other agencies concerned such 
as National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC), 
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), Indian 
Pharmaceutical Association (IPA) and other 
relevant state authorities and stakeholders. 
"Monitor stockpiling and issue immediate 
approvals to the applications for the registration, 
manufacture and import of pharmaceuticals and 
sterilizers and tightening procedures to monitor 
for any possible shortages caused by disruption to 
global supplies," read the letter. 
 
The health ministry said that given India's diverse 
population and possibly different prescription 
patterns for medication, the need for cross-



sectional audits over time, particularly in patients 
with comorbidities will be crucial. 
 
"Ongoing preparation and anticipation of the 
increase in medication needs, not just to battle 
the ongoing pandemic but of the regular 
medications consumed by the population on a 
regular basis is therefore crucial. To meet the 
objective and to supplement the efforts of the 
ministry to combat COVID-19, DGCI and other 
concern agencies are requested to take all 
necessary steps on priority basis," the health 
ministry stated. 
The apex drug regulator has been directed to 
develop a pandemic communication strategy with 
dealers, distributors, and pharmacies to help 
determine available quantities of medical supplies 
used in slowing the spread of the virus. 
 
"Ensure effective communication with the states 
and Union Territories through Resident 
Commissioners and also interactions with 
manufacturers. Also, to ensure that there is 
effective regulatory mechanism of quality assured 
safe and effective medicines, vaccines and 
medical devices, including in-vitro diagnostics," 
the letter further read. 
 
The drug controller also has to make sure that the 
formulations are available at affordable prices in 
the market and to prevent black marketing, legal 
holdings and creating artificial shortage through 
Department of Pharmaceuticals (DoP) and 
National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) 
and all products conform with specifications 
approved by Central Drug Standard Control 
Organisation (CDSCO). 
 
"Ensuring that pharmacists continue to adhere to 
normal ordering patterns and avoid stockpiling of 
medications. Stockpiling of medications can result 
in reduced volume of medicines in supply chain, 
which could compromise the ability of the 
healthcare system to respond to the crisis," read 
the letter. 
 
"Besides ensuring availability of drugs, it is also 
important to examine the utilization rate of 
medicines, to understand exactly how medicines 

are being used in practice and to prioritize 
interventions during such a pandemic," stated the 
health ministry to the drug controller. 
The letter added, "Further, there is also a strong 
need to ensure that the prophylactic use of 
Hydroxychloroquine to be coupled with the 
pharmacovigilance for adverse drug reaction 
through self reporting using Pharmacovigilance of 
India helpline/ application. The adverse drugs 
reaction on these drugs also needs to be 
analyzed." 
The drug regulator has to review regular reports 
from national health agencies and manufacturers 
on drug availability and develop an integrated 
plan to reduce the impact of any global shortage 
of drug stocks. 
 
Source: ANI 
 
No proof yet that TB vaccine can fight Covid: 
WHO  
World Health Organisation is studying if Bacille 
Calmette-Guérin (BCG), a decades old 
tuberculosis vaccine, can protect people against 
infection with Covid-19 virus. According to the UN 
health body, two clinical trials addressing this 
question are under way, and WHO will evaluate 
the evidence when it is available. 
  
“In the absence of evidence, WHO does not 
recommend BCG vaccination for the prevention 
of Covid-19. WHO continues to recommend 
neonatal BCG vaccination in countries or settings 
with a high incidence of tuberculosis,” WHO said. 
  
On Friday, Raman Gangakhedkar, chief 
epidemiologist, ICMR said, they were also 
conducting a trial to assess whether BCG vaccine 
could be given for prophylaxis even among the 
healthcare workers. 
  
“We will be able to say something definite only 
when the results are out,” he said. 
  
According to WHO, there is an experimental 
evidence from both animal and human studies 
that the BCG vaccine has non-specific effects on 
the immune system. These effects have not been 
well characterised and their clinical relevance is 



 

 DISCLAIMER:  
The Newsletter intends to provide updated and reliable information on medicines and other related issues in an attempt 
to equip healthcare professionals to take informed decision in recommending medicines to the patients. However, they 
are encouraged to validate the contents. None of the people associated with the publication of the Newsletter nor the 
organization shall be responsible for any liability for any damage incurred as a result of use of contents of this publication. 
The brand names of medicines, if mentioned, are for illustration only and the Newsletter does not endorse them. 

unknown. On April 11, the UN health body 
updated its ongoing evidence review of the major 
scientific databases and clinical trial repositories, 
using English, French and Chinese search terms 
for Covid-19, coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2 and BCG. 
The review yielded three preprints (manuscripts 
posted online before peer-review), in which the 
authors compared the incidence of Covid-19 
cases in countries where the BCG vaccine was 
used with those where it wasn’t and observed 
that countries that routinely used the vaccine in 
neonates had less reported cases of Covid-19 so 
far. 
  
Such ecological studies are prone to significant 
bias from many confounders, including 
differences in national demographics and disease 
burden, testing rates for Covid-19, and the stage 
of the pandemic in each country, WHO stated. It 
added that the review also yielded two registered 
protocols for clinical trials, both of which aim to 
study the effects of the BCG vaccination given to 
healthcare workers directly involved in the care of 
patients. 
Source: ET Healthworld 
 
NPPA develops IT platform to monitor 
availability of HCQ and Azithromycin  
The Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) has 
directed all state licensing authorities (SLAs) to 
ensure registration of all drug distribution 
stakeholders in prescribed format of National 
Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA)’s online 
platform circulated from the DCGI office to collect 
information on hydroxychloroquine (HCQ) and 
azithromycin tablets to monitor their availability. 
As per a DCGI circular to all SLAs and drug sale 
license holders in the country, NPPA is developing 
an IT platform to monitor availability of HCQ and 
azithromycin tablets at all distribution channels - 
C&F agents or depot, distributors, wholesalers 
and retailers. It will be a very simple platform to 
upload the information. 
 

Before uploading the data, all are requested to 
first register themselves in the DCGI prescribed 
format to create master data through the 
following link immediately at 
https://tinyurl.com/wavqapo. 
Drugs control officers are requested to forward 
the message to all concerned groups in respective 
states/districts, as per DCGI. 
NPPA had also earlier directed merchant 
importers, stockists, manufacturers of active 
pharmaceutical ingredients (APls) and 
formulations to submit data of 58 APIs to prevent 
illegal hoarding and black marketing in the 
country. 
The drug pricing regulator’s directive had come in 
the wake of outbreak of coronavirus (COVID-19) 
in China which has affected availability of key APls 
and Key Starting Materials (KSMs) in India. 
NPPA took this decision in pursuance of the 
powers laid down under Para 29 of Drugs Price 
Control Order (DPCO)-2013, which stipulates that 
all importers of APls, manufacturers of 
formulations and APls and stockists are directed 
to submit the information in the prescribed Form-
A for merchant importers and Form-B for 
indigenous manufacturers or stockists duly signed 
by the authorised person along with soft copy in 
excel format at manjesh.porwal@gov.in or dir-
me.nppa@nic.in. 
NPPA had also urged all SLAs to ensure 
compliance of this order and an indicative list of 
importers has also been shared for ready 
reference. 
Indian Drug Manufacturers’ Association (IDMA), 
Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance (IP Alliance), 
Organisation of Pharmaceuticals Producers of 
India (OPPI), Bulk Drug Manufacturers Association 
(BDMA), Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI), Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII) and Federation of Pharma 
Entrepreneurs (FOPE) were also asked to 
disseminate information related to it and also 
ensure compliance of this order. 
SOURCE : PHARMABIZ 
 


