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Editorial 
This year FIP has celebrated World Pharmacy Week starting from 21st September with an online programme releasing “FIP 
Development Goal”. On 24th they have launched “Commission on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) and FIP has celebrated  
World Pharmacists Day with launch of the first episode called “ Introducing the FIP Transforming Vaccination  Globally & 
Regionally series Programme……needs, action and outcome” on 25th September. 
Pharmacists of India celebrated 10th World Pharmacist Day on 25th September with great enthusiasm. Pharmacy Council of 
India has decided that they will celebrate this day as Pharmacists Day in India every year and requested all State Pharmacy 
Councils, Pharmacy Institutions and professional organizations to celebrate the occasion since 2013. Pharmacists are one of 
the three main pillars of the health care systems with Doctors and Nurses. Though Doctors Day and Nurses Day are being 
celebrated since long back, no Pharmacists day was celebrated earlier till 2013 in India. This celebration will be a boost to 
the pharmacist as a health care provider and certainly recognition to their relentless service to the mankind. As per the 
sources this day was celebrated with great enthusiasm throughout the country. There is information that Pharmacy Council 
of India, State Pharmacy Councils, IPA branches, SEARPharm Forum, IPA student Forum, several other Pharmacy 
associations, Pharmacy Colleges, Hospitals has celebrated the occasion in different ways like- Online interactive discussion, 
holding health care camps for general public, blood donation camps, Essay & poster competition. Efforts were also made to 
project the important role played by the pharmacists in health care system to improve therapeutic outcome through print 
and electronic media. It is expected that this enthusiasm will continue throughout the year and will serve the people. 
This year’s theme is aptly chosen by the FIP “Transforming Global Health” is very meaningful in this situation of CIVID-19 
pandemic.  As transformation has already been started to control covid pandemic. Pharmacists have taken up this 
opportunity to serve patients by remaining in the frontline. Some of them are martyred now. Hope their sacrifice will 
facilitate this transformation process. 
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Historic Reform in Medical Education: National 
Medical Commission (NMC) Constituted  
Historic reform in the field of medical education 
has been effected by the Union Government with 
the constitution of the National Medical 
Commission (NMC), along with four Autonomous 
Boards. With this, the decades old institution of 
the Medical Council of India (MCI) stands 
abolished. Along with NMC, the four Autonomous 
Boards of UG and PG Medical Education Boards, 
Medical Assessment and Rating Board, and Ethics 
and Medical Registration Board have also been 
constituted to help the NMC in day to day 
functioning. 
  
It is expected that this historic reform will steer 
medical education towards a transparent, 
qualitative and accountable system. The basic 
change that has happened is that the Regulator is 
now 'selected' on merits, as opposed to an 
'elected' Regulator. Men and Women with 
impeccable integrity, professionalism, experience 
and stature have been now placed at the helm to 
steer the medical education reforms further. 
  
The Notifications in this regard were issued on 
the 24th September, 2020. 
  
Dr S C Sharma (retd. Prof, ENT, AIIMS, Delhi) has 
been selected as the Chairperson for a period of 
three years. Besides the Chairperson, NMC will 
have 10 ex-officio members that include 
Presidents of the four Autonomous Boards, 
Dr.Jagat Ram, Director PGIMER, Chandigarh, Dr 
Rajendra A Badwe, Tata Memorial Hospital, 
Mumbai and Dr Surekha Kishore, Executive 
Director, AIIMS, Gorakhpur. In addition, NMC will 
have 10 nominees from Vice Chancellors of 
Health Universities from States/UTs, 9 nominees 
from State Medical Councils, and three expert 
members from diverse professions. Dr Smita 
Kolhe, a renowned social worker working in tribal 
Melaghat area of Maharashtra and Shri Santosh 
Kumar Kraleti, CEO, Foot Soldiers for Health Pvt 
Ltd have been nominated as these expert 
members. Dr R K Vats will head the Secretariat as 
Secretary of the NMC. 
  

In addition to NMC, four Autonomous Boards 
have also been constituted and come into effect 
from today. The … Board will be chaired by ….. 
and will have …..The Commission has four 
Autonomous Boards, namely Under-Graduate 
Medical Education Board, Post-Graduate Medical 
Education Board, Medical Assessment and Rating 
Board and Ethics and Medical Registration Board 
to oversee UG/ PG education, accreditation and 
assessment and the matters related to ethics and 
professional conduct of doctors. 
  
The NMC will carry forward the reforms initiated 
by the Board of Governors under Dr V K Paul. 
Already, number of MBBS seats has increased 
over the last six years by 48% from around 54000 
in 2014 to 80,000 in 2020. The PG seats have 
increased by 79% from 24000 to 54000 in the 
same duration. 
  
The key functions of the NMC will be further 
streamlining regulations, rating of institutions, HR 
assessment, focus on research. Besides they will 
work on modalities of the common final year 
exam after MBBS (NEXT- National Exit Test) to 
serve for both registration and PG entrance; 
prepare guidelines for fee regulation by private 
medical colleges; and developing standards for 
Community Health Providers to serve in primary 
healthcare with limited practicing licence. 
  
It may be recalled that the National Medical 
Commission Act, 2019 was passed by the 
Parliament in August, 2019. 
  
With the coming into effect of the NMC Act from 
25th September, 2020, the Indian Medical Council 
Act, 1956 stands repealed and the Board of 
Governors appointed in supersession of Medical 
Council of India has also been dissolved with 
effect from the said date. 
Source: PIB 
 
Plasma therapy can check hypoxia in Covid 
patients: Study 
The Council for Scientific & Industrial Research 
(CSIR) and Bengal government’s randomized 
control trial on use of 
convalescent plasma therapy in severe Covid-19 



patients has shown an immediate reduction 
in hypoxia (oxygen deprivation) as compared to 
patients on standard therapy. The findings also 
indicate an anti-inflammatory role of the therapy. 
The study is, however, different in scope from the 
one conducted recently by the Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR), which suggested that 
plasma therapy does not have an effective role in 
either preventing the progression of the disease 
or in reducing mortality. While the ICMR study 
examined the efficacy of plasma therapy, the one 
by CSIR and Bengal goes into the immunological 
impact. It is the first such scientific study in India. 
“This study is much wider. Here we are not only 
looking at the efficacy of plasma therapy but why 
plasma is working on some patients and why it is 
not on some others,” said Yogiraj Ray, infectious 
diseases specialist and clinical investigator of the 
trial at the Beliaghata ID Hospital. 
In a pre-print paper yet to be reviewed by peers, 
the researchers in Kolkata have also said that 
while administering of plasma led to an 
immediate reduction in hypoxia, the effect wore 
off in some patients from the third day onwards 
after a second dose, indicating that a sustained 
benefit may require additional transfusions. 
“Some patients might need more plasma units in 
order to sustain the benefit they got immediately 
after the first transfusion,” said Dipyaman 
Ganguly, principal investigator and an associate 
professor at the Indian Institute of Chemical 
Biology. 
The team also analysed 48 cytokines, which are a 
group of proteins secreted by specific cells of the 
immune system. Many severely infected Covid 
patients undergo cytokine storm or an aggressive 
inflammatory response to the virus. “We have 
also noticed calming down of cytokine storm after 
the plasma therapy,” said Ganguly. 
The study, which involves doctors from the ID 
Hospital, Medical College, School of Tropical 
Medicine and scientist from the CSIR, is just 
halfway through. Sandip Paul, scientist at CSIR, 
was instrumental in analysing the data and 
conducting computational studies on it. The 
Drugs Control General of India (DCGI) gave its nod 
for the trial in May this year. 
“We hope it is peer-reviewed and approved. We 
are thankful to all plasma donors who are 

contributing to making this study possible,” said 
Prasun Bhattacharya, head of immuno-
haematology and blood transfusion department 
at Medical College Hospital. 
Source: ET Health World 
 
Hetero Launches Pack of Generic COVID-19 Drug 
Favipiravir At ₹ 2,640 
Drug firm Hetero on 25th September said it has 
launched a pack of its generic oral antiviral drug-- 
Favivir 800/200-- for the treatment of mild-to-
moderate symptomatic COVID-19 patients in 
India. Favivir 800/200 will be available in a pack 
containing 16 tablets of favipiravir 800 mg and 2 
tablets of favipiravir 200 mg priced at ₹ 2,640 per 
pack, Hetero said in a statement. 
The higher strength of Favipiravir 800 mg by the 
company has been approved by the Drug 
Controller General of India (DCGI). The product 
will be marketed and distributed by Hetero 
Healthcare Ltd, it added. 
"The launch of 'Favivir 800/200' is aimed at 
enhancing patients' adherence to treatment 
regimen by reducing the number of pills they are 
required to consume per day," Hetero said. 
The product will be made available at all retail 
medical outlets and hospital pharmacies across 
the country and sold only on prescription, it 
added. 
The drug is being manufactured at the company's 
facility in India that is approved by global 
regulatory authorities. 
  
The company had earlier on July 29, launched its 
generic version of favipiravir in India under the 
brand name 'Favivir' after getting the nod from 
the Indian drug regulator. 
Source: Economic Times 
 
Ayush Ministry to take up Clinical Study on Vasa 
and Guduchi 
In view of the need for accelerated solutions for 
Covid-19, the Ministry of AYUSH has taken up 
systematic studies on different possible solutions 
through multiple channels. As part of this effort, a 
proposal for a clinical study to assess the role 
of Vasa Ghana, Guduchi Ghana and Vasa-Guduchi 
Ghana in therapeutic management of symptoms 
in Covid-19 positive cases has recently been 
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approved. This will be a “randomized, open label 
three armed” study, and will be conducted at the 
All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), New Delhi, 
in collaboration with the IGIB unit of CSIR.
  
The detailed proposal with methodology 
including outcome measures, clinical 
and laboratory parameters, the logistics of the 
research has been prepared. The study will use a 
unique Case Report Forum (CRF), suitable for 
Ayush mode research. The CRF and study 
protocol has also been peer reviewed by experts 
from different domains including modern 
medicine and their suggestions have been 
incorporated. The study will be undertaken 
subject to the required approvals like that of the 
Institutional Ethics Committee (IEC).
The project would look into the following specific 
considerations: 
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1. The efficacy/action of mono
formulations of whole extracts 
of Vasa and Guduchi
polyherbal formulation of
extract on therapeutic management of SARS
CoV2 positive asymptomatic and/ or mild 
Covid-19 symptomatic cases. The impact of 
the said formulations on the speed of viral 
replication. 

2. Whether the said mono
formulations can alter the expression profiles 
of keybio markers associated with Covid
disease. 

 Vasa and Guduchi are time tested herbs in Indian 
healthcare traditions, used in a variety of disease 
conditions. The outcome of this study would 
therefore be of considerable interest to the entire 
Ayush Sector. 
SOURCE : PIB 
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