
 

 
 

    DRUG INFORMATION BULLETIN 
                         

 Volume14, Number 23, 13th  January, 2021 
                                Drug Information Centre (DIC) 

   Indian Pharmaceutical Association, Bengal Branch 
    Tele fax: 033 24612776, Contact: 09830136291 

       E-mail: ipabengal.dic@gmail.com                                                                                                                              
     Web: http://www.ipabengal.org 

       Regulatory Affairs Division, IPA (IPA-RAD) 
 

Glorious Moment 
India started second shot of COVID vaccination on 13th

February 2021 
 

Editorial:  
Today is a historical day when India launches second dose of COVID vaccine amongst its citizens. According 
to the Union Health Ministry a total of 77,66,319 had been vaccinated till 6.00 pm on February 12, 2021 
with no case of serious/severe adverse effects or death associated to COVID vaccination in India. 
 
India is at the forth rank in terms of the number of doses delivered, just behind the USA, China and UK. 
Though there was some hesitation in the initial stage now it has taken a momentum. It is expected that 
above 50 will get vaccine very soon in addition to the health care workers and front line workers. 
 
India’s export of the Covid-19 vaccine stood at around 338 crores till February 8. The exports include grant 
of the vaccine doses to friendly countries and commercial shipments to more than 20 countries. This fact 
shows the strength of India in manufacturing vaccines to justify the name as “Pharmacy of the Globe”. 
Indian pharmacists are taking COVID vaccines enthusiastically as health care professionals in the first 
phase. This shows their commitment to fight COVID. 
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India exports COVID-19 vaccines worth about Rs 
338 crores 
India's exports of the Covid-19 vaccine stood at 
around Rs 338 crore till February 8, Commerce 
and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said in the 
Rajya Sabha on Friday. The exports include grant 
of the vaccine doses to friendly countries and 
commercial shipments. 
 
Replying to supplementary questions in the 
House, Goyal said exports of the vaccine started 
in January. India is taking care of the domestic 
vaccine requirement first and based on that 
"giving vaccines to friendly countries," he said. 
"Total export is about Rs 338 crore worth of Covid 
vaccine," the minister said. 
 
Giving details, Goyal said export 
of Covishield vaccine manufactured by the Serum 
Insitute of India, Pune as Government of 
India grant stood at 62.7 lakh doses with FoB 
(free on board) value of about Rs 125.4 crore. 
Paid exports of 1.05 crore doses were valued at 
about Rs 213.32 crore. 
 
Goyal said the government has granted 
permission to the Serum Institute and Bharat 
Biotech International Limited, Hyderabad for the 
manufacture of Covid-19 vaccines. 
 
Close coordination is being maintained through 
regular interaction between relevant 
departments of the Government of India and 
vaccine manufacturers to ensure adequate 
availability of Covid-19 vaccines for the national 
vaccination program, he added. 
 
The minister further said the health ministry is 
working along with all states, and the Prime 
Minister is also interacting with all states. The 
highest priority for vaccination has been given to 
healthcare and frontline workers by the 
government, Goyal said. 
 
Maximizing Fit for Cloth and Medical Procedure 
Masks to Improve Performance and Reduce 
SARS-CoV-2 Transmission and Exposure, 2021 

The US Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) has recently conducted 
experiments to improve the fit 
of masks amid Covid-19 pandemic, suggesting 
that combining cloth mask and medical procedure 
mask could reduce a wearer's exposure to virus 
by over 90 per cent. 
 
In January, the CDC conducted experiments to 
assess two ways of improving the fit of medical 
procedure masks: fitting a cloth mask over a 
medical procedure mask, and knotting the ear 
loops of a medical procedure mask and then 
tucking in and flattening the extra material close 
to the face, the Xinhua news agency reported. 
 
Each modification substantially improved source 
control and reduced wearer exposure, according 
to a report released by the CDC on Wednesday. 
 
"Based on experiments that measured the 
filtration efficiencies of various cloth masks and a 
medical procedure mask, it was estimated that 
the better fit achieved by combining these two 
mask types, specifically a cloth mask over a 
medical procedure mask, could reduce a wearer's 
exposure by over 90 percent," said the report. 
These laboratory-based experiments highlight the 
importance of good fit to optimise mask 
performance. 
Until vaccine-induced population immunity is 
achieved, universal masking is a highly effective 
means to slow the spread of SARS-CoV-2 when 
combined with other protective measures, such 
as physical distancing, avoiding crowds and poorly 
ventilated indoor spaces, and good hand hygiene, 
according to the CDC. 
 
Pregnant women should not be given COVID-19 
Vaccines  
Public health experts have said that pregnant 
women should not be administered the Covid-19 
vaccines. 
 
They were reacting to some reports that said 
many expecting women were now approaching 



doctors seeking guidance on vaccination. 
 
The health ministry has already advised against 
Covid vaccination for pregnant and lactating 
women. 
 
Dr Vinod Paul, Niti Aayog member (health) said, 
“There have been no vaccine trials for this group. 
So this group cannot be administered the 
vaccines,” he said. Dr Gagandeep Kang, vaccine 
scientist and a professor at the Christian Medical 
College, Vellore, said, “Pregnant and lactating 
women are usually left out of trials because no 
one wants to risk any unanticipated damage to 
the mother or baby. Since there are no trials, the 
current vaccines cannot be tried on this group.” 
— Nisha Nambiar. 
Source: ET Health World 
 
Indian drug maker to pay $50mn in fine for 
destroying records before FDA inspection 

An Indian drug manufacturer has agreed to plead 
guilty to concealing and destroying records prior 
to a 2013 US Food and Drug Administration's 
inspection of its plant and pay USD 50 million in 
fines and forfeiture, the Department of 
Justice has announced. 

In a criminal information filed in federal court in 
the District of Nevada and unsealed on 
Tuesday, Fresenius Kabi Oncology Limited (FKOL)  

was charged with violating the Federal Food, Drug 
and Cosmetic Act by failing to provide certain 
records to Food and Drug Administration's (FDA) 
investigators. 

As part of a criminal resolution, FKOL agreed to 
plead guilty to the misdemeanour offense, pay a 
criminal fine of USD 30 million, and forfeit an 
additional USD 20 million. 

FKOL also agreed to implement a compliance and 
ethics programme designed to prevent, detect, 
and correct violations of US law relating to FKOL's 
manufacture of cancer drugs intended for 
terminally ill patients, a media release said. 
 
"By hiding and deleting manufacturing records, 
FKOL sought to obstruct the FDA's regulatory 
authority and prevent the FDA from doing its job 
of ensuring the purity and potency of drugs 
intended for US consumers," said Acting Assistant 
Attorney General Brian Boynton of the Justice 
Department's Civil Division. 
"FKOL's conduct put vulnerable patients at risk. 
The Department of Justice will continue to work 
with FDA to prosecute drug manufacturers who 
obstruct these inspections," the statement said. 
"Pharmaceutical companies that obstruct FDA 
inspections jeopardise patient safety," said US 
Attorney Nicholas A. Trutanich for the District of 
Nevada. 

  
 

 

 

Readers’ Column……… 

Dear Subhash, 
Very useful data. 
Thanks. 
Regards. 
 
PDS 
(Praful D Sheth) 
 

Dr. Subhash C Mandal, Vice President  & Chairman, IPA-
RAD attending a webinar organized by Turba Institute 

of Pharmacy, Bhoopal 


