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Editorial 
 
 
World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW) is going to be celebrated during 18th-24th November 2021 with a theme-“Spread 
awareness, stop resistance” throughout world including India. The World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW) is being 
celebrated since 2015 to increase awareness of global antimicrobial resistance and to encourage best practices among the 
general public, health workers and policy makers to avoid the further emergence and spread of drug-resistant infections. A global 
action plan to tackle the growing problem of resistance to antibiotics and other antimicrobial medicines was endorsed at the 
Sixty-eighth World Health Assembly in May 2015. One of the key objectives of the plan is to improve awareness and 
understanding of antimicrobial resistance through effective communication, education and training. 

In this premise Indian has also framed National Policy for Antimicrobials Resistance in the Year of 2011, National Action Plan on 
Antimicrobial Resistance 2017, Treatment Guidelines for Antimicrobials Use in Common Syndromes 2019 followed by antibiotic 
policy by several state governments, hospitals and health care centers. This effort has been supported by several Health Care 
Providers Associations like –Indian Pharmaceutical Association (IPA). IPA is working in this area since last one decade in the area 
of generating awareness among the healthcare providers and general people. IPA is also working jointly with WHO for 
containment of Tuberculosis and antimicrobial stewardship jointly with FIP and CPA. More intense campaign is require from all 
stakeholders to fight against Antimicrobial Resistance. 
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Editor 
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Greetings from Drug Information! 



First oral antiviral for COVID-19, Lagevrio 
(molnupiravir), approved by MHRA- Press 
release on 4th November 2021) 
 
The antiviral was found to be safe and effective 
following a stringent review of the available 
evidence. 
The antiviral Lagevrio (molnupiravir) is safe and 
effective at reducing the risk of hospitalisation 
and death in people with mild to moderate 
COVID-19 who are at increased risk of developing 
severe disease, the Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) announced 
on 4th November 2021. 
This follows a rigorous review of its safety, quality 
and effectiveness by the UK regulator and the 
government’s independent expert scientific 
advisory body, the Commission on Human 
Medicines, making it the first oral antiviral for the 
treatment of COVID-19 to be approved. 
Developed by Ridgeback Biotherapeutics and 
Merck Sharp & Dohme (MSD), Lagevrio works by 
interfering with the virus’ replication. This 
prevents it from multiplying, keeping virus levels 
low in the body and therefore reducing the 
severity of the disease. 
Based on the clinical trial data, Lagevrio is most 
effective when taken during the early stages of 
infection and so the MHRA recommends its use as 
soon as possible following a positive COVID-19 
test and within five days of symptoms onset 
Molnupiravir has been authorised for use in 
people who have mild to moderate COVID-19 and 
at least one risk factor for developing severe 
illness. Such risk factors include obesity, older age 
(>60 years), diabetes mellitus, or heart disease. 
Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid said: 
“Today is a historic day for our country, as the UK 
is now the first country in the world to approve 
an antiviral that can be taken at home for COVID-
19. This will be a game changer for the most 
vulnerable and the immunosuppressed, who will 
soon be able to receive the ground-breaking 
treatment. 

“The UK is leading the way to research, develop 
and roll out the most exciting, cutting-edge 
treatments, and my thanks goes to the expert 
teams at the MHRA and MSD for this triumph, as 
well as the Antivirals Taskforce who have 
procured the treatment. 
“We are working at pace across the government 
and with the NHS to set out plans to deploy 
molnupiravir to patients through a national study 
as soon as possible 
“This antiviral will be an excellent addition to our 
armoury against COVID-19, and it remains vital 
everyone comes forward for their life-saving 
COVID-19 vaccine - particularly those eligible for a 
booster - to ensure as many people as possible 
are protected over the coming months.” 
Dr June Raine, MHRA Chief Executive, said: 
“Following a rigorous review of the data by our 
expert scientists and clinicians, we are satisfied 
that Lagevrio (molnupiravir) is safe and effective 
for those at risk of developing severe COVID-19 
disease and have granted its approval. 
“Lagevrio is another therapeutic to add to our 
armoury against COVID-19. It is also the world’s 
first approved antiviral for this disease that can 
be taken by mouth rather than administered 
intravenously. This is important, because it means 
it can be administered outside of a hospital 
setting, before COVID-19 has progressed to a 
severe stage. 
“With no compromises on quality, safety and 
effectiveness, the public can trust that the MHRA 
has conducted a robust and thorough assessment 
of the data.” 
For details: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/first-oral-
antiviral-for-covid-19-lagevrio-molnupiravir-
approved-by-mhra  
 
Status in India: Dr. Vishwakarma is the 
chairperson of the COVID-19 Strategy Group, 
Council Of Scientific And Industrial Research 
(CSIR) stated that Emergency Use Approval of 
Molnupiravir is in active consideration. It is 
expected that it will get EUA within a short time.

  
 
 
 



Drug Safety Alerts by PVPI during January 2021 –September 2021 
 
The preliminary analysis of Adverse Drug Reactions (ADRs) from the PvPI database reveals that the 
following suspected drugs is associated with the ADRs as given below. 
Sl. 
No. 

Suspected 
Drugs 

Indication Adverse Drug 
Reactions 

1  Fexofenadine In the treatment of relief of symptoms associated with 
seasonal allergic rhinitis and chronic idiopathic urticaria. 

Blurred Vision 

2 Ambroxol  Anti-tussive - Acute and chronic disease of the respiratory tract 
associated with abnormal bronchial secretions in particular 
acute attacks of chronic bronchitis, asthmatic bronchitis and 
bronchial asthma. 

Fixed Drug 
Eruption 

3 Cefpodoxime Acute bronchitis, exacerbations of chronic bronchitis, 
bronchiolitis pneumonia, sinusitis, recurrent chronic tonsillitis, 
pharyngitis, acute otitis.  

Drug Reaction 
with Eosinophilia 
Systemic 
Symptoms 
(DRESS) 
Syndrome 

4 Clarithromycin Mild to moderately severe infections like acute exacerbation of 
chronic bronchitis community acquired pneumonia including 
infections due to chlamydia, mycoplasma spegiocella acute 
streptococcal pharyngitis and skin and soft tissue infections.  

Burning 
Sensation 

5 Hydroxyzine For the management of pruritus due to allergic conditions such 
as chronic urticaria and atopic contact dermatoses, and in 
histamine -mediated pruritus.  

Photosensitivity 
Reaction 

6 Salicylic Acid For the treatment of acne vulgaris.  Photosensitivity 
Reaction 

7 Zinc 
(Acetate/Oxide
/Sulphate/Glu 
conate) 

In treatment of acute diarrhoea in children as an adjunct to 
oral rehydration.  

Diarrhoea 

8 Clobazam Acute and chronic anxiety states and as an adjunctive therapy 
in patients with refractory epilepsy.  

DRESS Syndrome 

9 Baclofen For the symptomatic treatment of neuronal spasticity due to 
multiple sclerosis, spinal cord, pathology & injury.  

Encephalopathy 

10 Rosuvastatin & 
Ticagrelor 
Interaction 

Rosuvastatin: Risk reduction of MI stroke and arterial 
revascularisation procedure in patients without clinically 
evident CHD but with multiple risk factors. Ticagrelor: For the 
prevention of thrombotic events (cardiovascular death, 
Myocardial Infarction and stroke) in patients with Acute 
coronary syndromes (ACS) unstable angina, non ST Elevation 
Myocardial Infarction (STEMI) including patients managed 
medically and those who are managed with Percutaneous 
Coronary Intervention (PCI) or Coronary Artery Bypass Grafting 
(CABG).  

Rhabdomyolysis 

11 Etoricoxib For the treatment of pain, swelling & inflammatory conditions 
due to arthritis.  

Acute 
Generalized 
Exanthematous 
Pustulosis (AGEP) 



12 Torsemide For the treatment of oedema associated with congestive heart 
failure & hypertension.  

DRESS Syndrome 

13 Quetiapine & 
Valproic Acid 
Interaction 

Quetiapine:  For the management of the manifestation of 
psychotic disorders (schizophrenia).  For the additional 
indication "acute manic episode associated with bipolar 
disorder". Valproic Acid:  As monotherapy and adjunctive 
therapy in the treatment of patients with complex partial 
seizures that occur either in isolation or in association with 
other types of seizure.  As monotherapy or adjunctive therapy 
in the treatment of patients with complex partial seizure and 
manic episodes associated with bipolar disorder.  

Neuropsychiatric 
Adverse Events 
(Depressed level 
of 
consciousness/Co
ma & 
Disorientation) 

14 Sofosbuvir In combination with other medicinal products for the 
treatment of chronic hepatitis C in adults.  

Stevens-Johnson 
Syndrome 

15 Dimethyl 
Fumarate 

For Relapsing remitting multiple sclerosis  Alopecia 

16 Cefazolin Cephalosporin antibiotic-indicated in the treatment of serious 
infections due to susceptible organisms – respiratory tract 
infections, urinary tract infections, skin & skin structure 
infection, billiary tract infections, septicaemia  

Acute 
Generalised 
Exanthematous 
Pustulosis 

 
Centre Constitutes SAB of Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine & Homoeopathy  
The Union Ministry of Ayush has announced the constitution of Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) of 
Pharmacopoeia Commission for Indian Medicine and Homoeopathy (PCIM&H), with expert Prof M C 
Sharma as the chairman. The decision comes as part of the Centre’s efforts to promote Ayurveda, Unani, 
Siddha and Homoeopathy (Ayush) systems of medicine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 DISCLAIMER:  
The Newsletter intends to provide updated and reliable information on medicines and other related issues in an attempt 
to equip healthcare professionals to take informed decision in recommending medicines to the patients. However, they 
are encouraged to validate the contents. None of the people associated with the publication of the Newsletter nor the 
organization shall be responsible for any liability for any damage incurred as a result of use of contents of this publication. 
The brand names of medicines, if mentioned, are for illustration only and the Newsletter does not endorse them. 

IPA Bengal Branch representatives are handing 
over dress materials to the students of a School 
run by Ramakrishna Mission at West Bengal 


